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Havm% hved m ]But?m “for.
severa y¢azs shortly after-the
Second World. gr,, I well ri c:?;,
bow. Tones: »tﬁqrednthatqlﬂa OUL,
was going to give away.not only
the Empirebat. every~vesuge of ;
British'!-influented around t_he_
globe“‘lroqntélly“'lt‘is. ‘g
Tory,Gpverpmént’ that 1 dqmg
Just; thar ‘thepughi’, us,, restrug
BURIng 1, Pl zhe.q.de gnge . mq {
gramme.  -.'. Jhod ity .}m}
1 Whether Britain qould - avo:d
this « by §pendmg Imore 4ol
defence 387 a-‘hatter-of etoiNg: :
mics, but the way ‘Mr. Nott,"thé
Dhefence Secreta;ry,,.g shaping ;
the .proposed «changes -appear
to -be . designed' isggczfxcally' tq
eliminate the’ remammg poten~
tiaf . th?é ‘Britajn’ Has"for mflu-
“epcing'the’ wml 1d"§cenel 20 i
. These, i change;, wnll hm;‘t
sharply. Britainsnaval,, strategy
to' ones of wreliance ;on.strategic:
nuclear!s weapons,:in such- it as
Polaris’: and Trident, "at’ séa’in
submarmes and "very‘*hm\ted
¢;apabxluy "for ') helplqg "deféend’
the. Nord] ,Atlan;xc sea ‘lahes. ]
They will hardly dent the ‘Army
and; the: RAF vxrtuallydmt at;
au,b’ RN TT EPTH DO TR RO P ,u soud T
o 'Clearly' thns tisai 2overall
strategy of“defending’ cdn:mer}
tal Europe wnh"gx‘ouhd and air
‘forces. and @ washing: Britain's;
hands*of - 4ny qther,, resposisi:’
bilities_at sca, other than ‘the’
nuclesr idetérrent ’fdrdeé Thiere
are ;hree reasons. w ¥ this-is a.
“short{sighted’ view:.q Bu;am,
}olélul the wvr‘ At :," - ln
. «Firsty Nafo.+is at a uncture
from, which' ic..mus:” begm itol
-take cognizancepf threats to ns
Ainterests: " fromm “outside- jts*
;geographxcal ’domam This!¥is?
Necause Jit Jjsvso; apparent - that
ato’s. vital:in! areats today rare’
‘not limited o xts'own terrntory,

: %uch"as'tlllxe' g}: ‘pe lcengtzige of
vrp ' Alar; ow
o “§? it floy o
.y Accordmgly.-the.threat o£ -
“Soviet military ..assault.zi.on
IWestern nEurope 4s «less ~today”
“than;;forl some’ fihe despite! its
humerlcal “Hdvdntagd: “n, force;
.Thgrc gre §1mnly tqo mqny
‘other and ‘less ngky,wgrs m
- which the Soynets can ch
“lenge us. ., V7
It will not be eas t iden
“the focus of. Nat’glﬂ Qtey;:non‘(
§ Yety it absolutely mustibe .done,i
+S0 much so; that, ithe' » United.,
“States will give.it:the. necessary,
- atreption’.. unilaterally., ;if..

Byavrithe

“glliance ‘does’not awaken"Tlus :

is no _time to; have:the: alliance
‘going in two du'ecuons AL apcey
Yet, here is Britain,- by'xts"new‘»
‘accent in " defence: apalicy,. im-{

(plicitly . turning’ its 'back' on. the,

serve no usefulness in- detetring

,less’on, iy’ largé. measurg be

Smnet na(r{ !ha§ evolved Most

-will; be_ strong enough:to plan“

;drectxve -of the imparyan

; worlq putside Europe,: vy
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naval.cuts beli

.“"‘7 i 's g

‘or The' 'accent in' ‘the- regtrile:]
“fured
',pppears 19 be on’static. ground

defence"" programn\e,
.and :ait., forces in Europe.; They

‘the. globahthreats Nato . isfac-
ling :today in-the Gulf and. ‘may
well face elsewhere in thelyears
ahead The’ Rgyal’ Navy'goulfi
_play a 1ole in glabal’ deterr n}:e
dxsprOpornonate ‘to its-size.

. When consxdenng the deter-
jrent impace of 3 show ofi nayal
iforce’ in “some’ ‘remote ‘Fegion,’
"thereis:a: multiplier. effecy; if
vthat o forcq. sz nnte;ugtmnal
rather, than. just, United States.
Maregover,- the Royal Navy.is
*parncularly suited to this type
-of role,. Because .of its .long
* history’-of’ patrolling “thé - seas,
its 'ships-‘canr show up almogt
.anywhere...on.-the globe  with:
‘out’ axpusmg the same sense ‘of
ahmn that!mapy orher nnvxes

would serve\fUnder; Mri‘lg s
plan:the Roya -Navy*, qh
eschew‘vsuch’a role as it ; drop-~

ed - bac 1}1 s;zefto«,th;rquxva-' .

ent.of> half “g *dozen * of # the;,
smalley mvges i
i Secorid, ’ih{s 13} atft% &' Roy 1 1
Navy' alsof hurts*Nato het'e t%
is- leas,txjpz,epargd . That i ¢
defence'~ of sea “Llanes’.to"
Americaﬂlnltwo world Wars the-:
Lomt defence of 1hose'sed‘lanes
val's

nd‘\of World
we'' 'have"’forgottenl

II‘

use’
initially.there Ywa;s no't xea% on !
the, horlzon. .3 formxdahle

nayal, analysts Jéelchat, the
Sovxe;s 4ntend: to  employ’; thqm
gitvyidnudefence “of the».lxome,
land: ratherz thani against. sthe?
North ¢rAtlantic «¢sed -.ulanes‘
NeithérliheKaiser nori Hitler :
intended, or prepared’ for‘that
e‘:ther, but they turned to it 1 -
stantly - upbn going . to_ war. Spe

“The 'Soviets : would, *dof tl\e
ame, 1 beheve Besxdes the:)
oviet :Navy is not ‘maty;years:
way f;om the .point* whcn 1t.'

for ang intend a-repetition, of
the German efforts should wdr !
break out. ‘Yet, in,this; budget,j
ritain ms sxgnallmg that it does
ot ‘woury gbout:this’ danger. H .
Britdin? with jts” histotig pep
ce of
e | North iAtlantic’/sed . dane}x.;
hould:. be“sounding: the'alax;n

"3t this; overmght in. Nam‘s plan-‘

ing. Instead -t is ‘turping - xts1
ack on this: conmbunon whi¢/

-its_heritage! makero it’s9, appr 1
. priate to.make. . f

Nl Mnll o

el al

ittle, B

Fmally, ene 'of’ the. q:szx-
cam;‘ cont11but19ns~ ! xspm

Navy has made ‘over the years |
tsince*¥World: szar, IPiiis tito,
fdevel p new equxpmen;s and

}taqtlc Of' nayal’ warfarg. The,
Amerlé:;\q; q:f‘ ! yis.builh; Frmmd
aircrally, Carriers i that s were

.revolum)nmedh hysithe »Royal
Navy'so steant” 'ncutapults' cand
dng ed" idacksitl fori- mstance
‘Today: the Roy 1 l}as
dqqlgnqd  'different, breed
anrcrafh parner,& the» N throug

deck:eruiser ¥ orismall; carrier.
HMS»Invmcxbl&whxch has just,
-joined!cthes fleep: with' such
sugces ,gs“ he gnrst of these N

: is j ‘ust the: 'soxt of shxp

e mted States’ Navy is going
to ‘nééd When ‘it gwakens from
-concewe& ;. fascination
th . gnammotlh.. supercarriers,
These,;small, .flexible: cartiers;
howeVer,( -would likely+ be: one

of *thet vxcnms“'?f Mr Nont s
2“‘?5“ L v

; antain'us avsear \power, npt-a;
farge‘one by Umted States and:
Soviet stapdards, but'a'sigpifi-
'cant ong. by chpablhty, prq§n°e,

and tradition, Britain is not. ‘and
nevenw:ll be.a:land; power: or;
ansairi powen of any  significs
ance-The eatire: British Army
of i the Rhiné, and “ifs"dir com-’
p(gient is' bor a, fragrion of ‘the’

tited ‘States reserye of forcey:

!
|

 tionafe to.its size that,thelRoyal 1

for rapxd moyemen,g,;o,,Em?pf:,
’59 s 5[5115‘?' Tk )
~“The:. proposed“budget cuts,‘
‘then, force Byjtain into.p minos |
1ole, as just. another contributer
to g; static. commental ‘power
qomplex, and forsake thg con-,
sndemble role = 'she, can,’ and,
shoyldy play in' the 'much ynder
_sphele of maritime . powe
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;argu;-:'s that MIS .

7™




